CHAPTER - IV 


Participation of Women in Congress and 


Dravidian Parties and their Contributions 


For the progress of any nation or any country great 
importance should be attached to the welfare of women. In 
India women constitute about half of the population of the 
country. In 1988 Tamilnadu had 23.9 million females in its 


population of 48.4 million. 


The other and more important reason why women’s 
welfare is of primary importance is that women as mothers 
play a vital role in the development of the intellectual and 


moral attainments of children.! 


Like most other societies the Indian society is also male- 
dominated through the ages. Physical and economic 
superiority of men may outwardly be the cause. But they were 
not the main cause for the inferior position of Indian women in 
general and Tamilnadu women in particular. The main cause of 


women’s inferior position is the long established tradition 
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which is shared by men and women. The traditional barriers 


should be broken first for the welfare of women. 


In the contemporary world women have moved towards 
greater freedom and have achieved greater equality with men 


both within and outside the family. 


The position in which women were confined to the home 
as helpers to the men, is in the process of being replaced by a 
new one in which women increasingly undertake to fill any 
roles with in the home, as wives, mothers and home makers, 
and outside it as partners and co-workers of men in different 


walks of life. 
POLITICAL ROLE OF WOMEN 


While the Indian democratic state is committed to the 
protection of individual rights within the context of citizenship, 
a closer look at how it operates for the women reveals that 
these rights are not accessible in the public and private 
spheres in their full potential to all the women in India. 
Political participation may be _ defined as_ voluntary 


participation in political affairs through membership, voting, 


* Ibid., 


and partaking in the activities of the political parties, 


legislative bodies and / or politically motivated movements. 
Increase in Women Franchise 


The Constitution of India guarantees adult franchise and 
provides the framework for women to participate actively in 
politics. The successive election statistics shows that the 
number of women who exercise their franchise has increased 
from election to election. It is worth noting that the political 
mobilization of women and their participation in elections has 
steadily increased since the first General Elections of 1952. 
Between 1952-1980 for instance, women’s participation 
increased by 12% against the turnout of men which increased 
by only 6%. In the general elections of 2004, the all India 
percentage of women voter turnout was 48%. As regards 
women voters’ turnout, from 37.1 per cent in the first general 
elections in 1952 it increased gradually over the years to 55.6 
by 1999. This percentage increase in the turnout of women in 
elections has however not translated into a larger number of 


women being represented in the legislative bodies’. 


Low Representation of Women 
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Women representation in the parliament, political parties 
and other decision making bodies remained low even after 
independence. The average percentage of women’s 
representation in the Parliament, Assemblies and Council of 


Ministers taken together has been around 10%. 


Thus despite the increase in electoral participation of 
women, their representation in the formal political structures 


has not changed much. 


Notable Women Political Leaders 


It must be noted that some women leaders have an 
important place in Indian politics today. Jayalalithaa as leader 
of AIADMK, Mamata Bannerji as leader of Trinamul Congress 
and Mayawati as leader of Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) are 
instances in point. Even though the rise of some of these 
women leaders might be linked to their proximity to male 
leaders, they now hold a position of leadership within the party 


in their own right who can influence the decisions of their own 


party as well as the course of national politics. In addition, the 
example of Indira Gandhi who rose to be Prime Minister of 
India, and later of Sonia Gandhi, leader of the Congress Party, 
both of whom had the dynastic advantage underpinning their 
leadership and position of power and decision-making in the 


Congress Party and the government can hardly be ignored. 


Position of Women in Political Parties 


More recently major political parties have indeed made a 
conscious effort to induct more women into the various levels 
of the party organization. The CPM has made an effort to 
induct more women into its district committees and state level 
bodies. The membership of women in the party however 
remains below 10%. But the membership of women in mass 
organizations as the Kisan Sabha and the CITU has shown an 
improvement. The BJP had the highest percentage of women in 
decision-making bodies from the Parliamentary Board and the 
Election Committee down to the ward level. Traditionally, the 
Congress Party has fielded the largest number of women 
candidates and has had the largest number of women 


members in Parliament’. 
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Reservation of Seats 


Various strategies have been proposed to further the 
political representation of women in India. From a reservation 
of 33% seats at various levels including the Parliament, it has 
also been suggested that political parties reserve 33% of their 
seats for women in the elections. The Bharatiya Janata Party 
recently announced such a reservation in its organization. In 
the ongoing debate about reservation of seats for women in 
the Parliament it has been pointed out that an undifferentiated 
reservation for women will reinforce the existing inequalities 
in women’s access to positions of power. There is no doubt 
that democracy and representation will be strengthened with 
compulsorily more presence of women through reservation. 
This is evident from the impact of the implementation of 33% 
reservation of seats for women in the local bodies (panchayats) 
in India by the 73™ Constituional Amendment as a result of 
which the representation of women in the formal structures of 
governance at the local level has recorded a steady increase. 
Nearly one million women are heads and members of the local 
self-government institutions. Though the number had increase, 


the result is not fruitful. Three local body elections have taken 


place since then and fifteen uneventful years have passed. 
Now nobody is bothered about the women members of the 


local bodies. 


What is the root cause of the low representation of 
women in the elected bodies? The women put the blame on the 
patriarchal society. The male dominated political parties are 
interested only in the female vote-bank. They are not 
interested to promote female membership in the party beyond 
a certain limit. In all the main national parites there are 
separate sub-sections for women - Mahila Congress of the 
Indian National Congress, Mahila Morcha of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, National Federation of Indian Women of the 
Communist Party of India etc. The women’s wings are 
eternally agitating against price rise, atrocities against women 
or such other topics, which any government should take up in 
the priority list and address, with the objective of resolving 
them. But in practice, the governments leave such issues 
unresolved, and women go on making a little noise now and 
again, and again certain illusory gratification that they have 
performed some great political task. Till date, women’s 


representation in the legislative bodies is literally being 


obstructed by male domination. Constitutional and political 


action has to play a positive roll to solve the problem. 


After the Second World war Lord Wavell, the Viceroy of 
India order to conduct elections to the Central and Provincial 
Legislative Assembly the elections were held from January to 
April 1946. Before the first general election of 1952 Congress 
party got 163 seats out of the total 215 in the Madras 
legislative assembly. The first leader of the Congress party was 
Prakasam. Rukumani Lakshmipathi was appointed as Minister 
for Health in 1946 in the Prakasam ministry after Prakasam 
O.P. Ramasamy Reddiar formed the government in March 
1947. During the ministry Avinasilingam, the then educational 
minister introduced Hindi as compulsory subject in the 
schools. In the juncture, agitation spread all over provinces, 
due to the same agitation Avinasilingam resigned their post. 
After O.P. Ramasamy Reddiar, Rajaji formed the government 
on April 10, 1952. During the reign of Rajaji, Jothi 


Venkatachalam was the first woman minster of Tamilnadu 


after India became independence she got the minister for 


prohibition and social work. 
Mrs. Jothi Venkatachalam (1953&1967&1971) 


Mrs. Jothi Venkatachalam was born on 27" October 1917 
at Maymyo in the Southern State of Burma. Her father Thiru 
G. Kuppuram graduated from the University of Madras and got 
an opportunity to serve as civil servant in the Government of 
Burma. As the political situation in Burma was becoming so 
tense in 1930s that it was almost impossible for Mrs. Jothi 
Venkatachalam’s family to stay there any longer. So their 
family had to come back and settle in India. The family got 


settled in a house constructed at Vepperi, Madras.” 


She had her early schooling at American Baptist Mission 
School and St. Antony’s school in Rangoon in Burma. After 
coming to Madras she became a student of Eward High 
School, Vepperi, and Madras, where she_ successfully 
completed her senior Cambridge. She was a brilliant writer 
and won first prize for her essay on ‘Women’s Education’. She 


was a very good orator both in English and Tamil.® 


°Personal Interview with Mrs. Jothi Venkatachalam 
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She and all her family members took active part in the 
struggle for India’s Independence. She being born out of an 
inter-caste marriage, married a Harijan name Thiru. P.V.S. 
Venkatachalam, a renowned businessman of condiments.’ 

She entered public life almost immediately after her 
marriage. She felt the urge to serve the teaming masses of the 
independent India. She became a member of the Indian 


National Congress in 1948.°® 


She interest in the Harijans and commitment to served 
them captured the attention of many congress leaders of Tamil 
Nadu. She became a member in the Cabinet of 
Rajagopalachari in 1953.9 She was made the Minister for 
social welfare and was the first woman to become a Minister of 
this state after India became independent.'® She continued as 
Minister for Social Welfare till Rajaji’s Ministry was replaced 
by the one formed by Kamaraj who chose not to include Jothi 
Venkatachalam in his Cabinet.'t However she served the state 


as a member of the Madras Legislative council till the 
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completion of her term. In 1962, Kamaraj, taking note of her 
leadership qualities, included her in his cabinet as the Minister 


for Public Health and Medicine." 


When the K-plan (Kamaraj Plan) was implemented 
Kamaraj had to tender resignation of his ministry on 2" 
October 1963, and Bakthavatsalam took over as the Chief 
Minister with his own Cabinet. Mrs. Jothi Venkatachalam was 


given the same portfolio and she continued in office till 1967.'° 


In 1967 General Elections to the Madras Legislative 
Assembly Mrs. Jothi Venkatachalam contested from the 
Egmore Constituency in Madras. She was defeated by the 


D.M.K. Candidate, A.V.P. Asaithambi.'* 


In 1971 elections Mrs. Jothi Venkatachalam returned to 
the Assembly from the Srirangam Constituency of 


Thiruchirapalli District.'° 
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She defeated Thirumathi Kamakshiammal of the D.M.K. 
party. She was also chosen as Deputy Leader of the congress 


party in the Madras Legislative Assembly. '® 


In the 1977 General Elections, the Janatha Party obtained 
majority and formed Government at the Centre and in several 


states of the nation. 


The Jantha Government formed at the Centre brought 
about a change of Governors appointed during the regime of 
Mrs. Indira Gandhi. Mrs. Jothi Venkatachalam was appointed 
as the Governor of Kerala on 14 October 1977. She is still 


happily alive with us.’’ 
Mrs. Lourdammal Simon (1957) 


Mrs. Lourdammal Simon was born on 26, 1912 at 
Calachel in Kanyakumari District of South Tamil Nadu, to 
Alexander & Barbarammal, in a well to do higher class 


Christain family.'® 


Mrs. Lourdammal Simon started her education at St. 


Joseph convent at the age of five at Nagercoil. She studied 


‘© Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly who is who, Tamil Nadu Secretariat, 
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upto Matriculation standard. She was married to Mr. M. Simon 
on 13" July 1932 who was a businessman. Mr. Simon 
contested twice from Colachel constituency in Kanyakumari 
District and got elected as M.L.A. in the General Election in 


Tamil Nadu.!? 


Mrs. Lourdammal Simon has five sons. She worked as a 
teacher in St. Joseph English School at Nagercoil, where she 
was a Student before. She was very much interested painting, 
needle work and art. She was a Diploma holder in painting and 
needle work.*° When Mrs. Lourdammal Simon married in the 
year 1932, she went to Iran with her husband Mr. Simon. She 
stayed in Iran for five years, and in 1937 she came back to 
Tamil Nadu. Mrs. Lourdammal Simon’s father was a landlord 


in Kanyakumari.”' 


Mrs. Lourdhammal Simon was very much interested in 
social work. She took an active part in the welfare of women 
and children. She was a leading figure in the Rotary 


movement. She was the Secretary of Young Women Christian 
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Association, Mathar Sangam, Parents and _ Teachers’ 
Association in Local High School and Teynampet Social 
Welfare Association. She was also President of the Deaf and 


Dumb Association and Women’s Hockey Association. ”? 


Mrs. Lourdhammal’s husband Mr. Simon was also very 
much interested in politics, so he made his wife to enter the 
political field. In 1957 General Election, Mrs. Lourdhammal, 
contested from Colachel constituency in Tamil Nadu Assembly 
election and got victory and then she was in the Kamaraj 


Ministry as a Minister for Local Administration.** 


As a woman of the masses she always spoke the idiom of 


the common man, and was familiar with their thinking.** 


Mrs. Lourdhammal Simon was a dynamic personality 
eminently suited for a socio-political analysis covering her 
career and activities. During her political period, she came 
into close and active contact with a number of state ministers 
and central Congress leaders. She visited Iran and 


Washington. She paid special attention to rural people. 
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Expansion of education and industrial development. She is still 


a social worker, working for the welfare of the people.° 
Women MLA in the legislature 


During the general election of 1952 Dr. T.S. Soundaram 
Ramachandran and Kottama Reddi Thamma after the second 
election held in 1957 twelve women M.L.A’s were elected to 
Madras legislative assembly. They were Dr. T. Soundaram 
Ramachandran, T.N. Anandanayagi, Kamalambujammal, A.S. 
Ponnammal, D. Regupathidevi, Rajathi Kunjithapadam, P.K.R. 
Lakshmikantham, Lourdammal Simon, Hemalatha Devi, C. 


Kulanthaiammal, Savithri Shanmugam and Sathiavanimuthu. 


In 1962 thirteen women MLA were elected to the 
assembly. Among them T.N. Anandanayagi, Kulanthaiammal, 
Rajathi Kunjithapadam, A.S. Ponnammal and Lakshmikantham 
were elected for the second time. The other elected members 
were A. Krishnaveni, D. Sulochana, Parvathi Arjunan, A. 
Manonmaniammal, N.K. Renganayaki, P. Lakshminarasamma, 
Jegadambal Velayudam, Jothi Venkatachalam and Suares. 


After the general election in 1962 Kamaraj included Jothi 
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Venkatachalam, N.S.S. Mandradira, G. Boovaraghavan and 
S.M. Abdul Majeed. Besides, Bakthavachalam who became 
chief minister after Kamaraj. In this time in assembly anti- 
hindi bill was introduced by Lal bahadur Sastri and DMK 
agitated against the bill and decided to observe 26" January as 
a day of mouraing’”®. Central government ordered to all states 
to implement Hindi as the official language on 26” January 
1965. In this regard Annadurai and other four leaders were 


arrested and imprisoned for six months?’ 
An Apostle of Service - Sarojini Varadappan 


Sarojini varadappan is the daughter of a senior political 
leader and former chief minister of Tamil Nadu, 
Baktavatsalam. Born in September 1921, Sarojini Varadappan 
joined the Women’s Indian Association at the age of twenty 
and had the good fortune of being groomed as one of the 
peerless social workers in Tamil Nadu by senior women 
leaders of rare type like Muthulakshmi Reddi and Mary 
Clubwala Jadhav. Sarojini Varadappan continues to have her 


active association with W.I.A. as a Member, as Honorary 
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Secretary, as Vice President and now as the President. She is 
also connected with more than 25 voluntary organisations in 


India. 


Beginning her public life as a volunteer during Gandhiji’s 
visit to Madras in 1940s she became an active member of the 
Congress Sewadal and carried on her work with the Congress 


in Tamil Nadu. 


She is always in general concerned with the upliftment of 
women and children. As the President of the All India Women’s 
Conference (A.I.W.C) since 1980, she has dedicated herself to 


the cause of social service. 


Farlier in 1958 when the Planning Commission of 
Government of India set up the Study Team on social welfare 
and welfare of the backward classes under the Chairmanship 
of Renuka Ray, Sarojini varadappan was a member of this 
team along with M.S.Gore and H.C.Heda M.P.*® As the 
Chairman of the State Social welfare Board between 1964 and 
1967 she contributed significantly to the welfare work in Tamil 
Nadu and as Chairman of the Central Social Welfare Board she 


functioned with concern and imagination especially while 


78 Renuka Ray - My Reminescences, P. 230 


recommending projects and funds to strengthen the hands of 
the voluntary institutions and organisations which were 


struggling with their limited resources. 


As the Chairman of the Red Cross, Tamil Nadu, she 
rendered commendable service in coordinating the projects. 
The Red Cross cyclone shelters on the coast of Bay of Bengal 
have been built and put into use for welfare projects organised 
for the villagers largely due to her efforts. She was awarded by 
the Red Cross the Gold Medal for 1980.*° She represented 
India in the U.N. Conference for women at Ottawa, Canada in 


1979. 
Maragatham Chandrasekhar 


Among prominent women of Tamil Nadu who have 
contributed to the national development playing a multifaceted 
role, Maragatham Chandra Sekhar finds a special place. 
Maragatham coming from a simple background chose to be a 
teacher after her graduation from Queen Mary’s College, 
Madras. Taking the opportunity to go to London she pursued 
her higher education in Home Science and Free Lance 


Journalism at Kings College, West Minster Training College 
2° Apostle of Service - A brief Biographical Sketch (A Pamphlet) 


and London School of Journalism. She associated herself with 
Indian National Movement by taking active part in India 


League London in 1946-47.°° 


Maragatham Chandrasekar is a prominent woman 
politician form Tamil Nadu ever to serve the National cause for 
more than forty years. She was elected as the Member of the 
Lok Sabha in 1952 and served as an M.P. for five years. And 
again she was elected for five years in 1962.°' She was 
appointed as Union Deputy Minister for Health for five years 
from 1952 to 1957, Minister of Home affairs for two years for 
1962 to 1964 and Minister of State Social Welfare from 1964 
to 1967. The welfare of all sections for the society is her main 
concern though her main efforts are directed towards the 
weaker sections of the society particularly women. She 
undertook Padayatra in Tamil Nadu at the behest of Indira 
Gandhi to gather first hand information of the problems of the 


people.” 
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Soft spoken and gentle Maragatham Chandrasekhar has 
successfully contributed to the upliftment of the downtrodden 
especially women. She was the President of All India 
Denotified Tribes, and Convener of Bharat Sewak Samaj 
Madras State in 1957-59. For creating employment 
opportunities to village women she granted loans even from 
personal funds to start poultry unit, gardening, honey 


gathering and rearing silk worms. 


Women in India in general and in Tamil Nadu in 
particular have thus contributed to the growth and 


development of women’s welfare. 


Dr. T.S. Soundaram Ramachandran (1952&1962) 


Dr. T.S. Soundaram Ramachandran was born in August 
1905, at Nagercoil. She was the daughter of T.V. Sundaram 
Iyenger, the great industrialist. She was a Medical Graduate. 
She studied at Lady Hardinge Medical College, New Delhi and 
at Madras Unierstiy. She married G. Ramachandran on 7 
November 1940. She was a Medical practioner and a social 
worker. She was the founder Director of Gandhigram 


Instituion. She was elected as MLA for Athur in 1952, for the 


first Madras Legislative Assembly. She was elected as M.P 
from Dindigul in 1962. She was appointed as the Union 


Minister of State for Education in 1962.*° 


T.N. Anandanayaki (1971) 


T.N. Anandanayaki was elected to the Assembly as the 
Congress candidate for Fifth Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly 
from Mylapore Constituency as an opposition party member. 
She actively participated in the Assembly deliberations and 
gave valuable suggestions on many important matters like land 
acquisition by the Government, prohibition, nationalisation of 
buses, agriculture, family planning, medicine, power 


production and co-operative bodies etc. 


While participating in the deliberations of the Tamilnadu 
Legislative Assembly on 22" June 1971 T.N. Anandanayagi 
asked the Government to return back lands acquired by the 
Government to the land owners when they were not used for 
starting industrial estate. Madhavan, the Industrial Minister 


replied that the lands would be returned back after consulting 
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with collectors and industrialists.°* On 29" June 1971 T.N. 
Anandanayagi asked the Government about suffering of 
industries in some industrial estates for want of raw materials. 
Madhavan replied that SIDCO (Small Scale Industries 
Development Corporation) promised to buy and supply raw 
materials needed for the industries. The State Government 
asked the Centre to supply iron and steel to produce the raw 


materials.*° 
Kamalambujammal (1957) 


Kamalambujammal was born on 16" December 1919 and 
educated upto S.S.L.C. She was a member of the District 
Congress Committee and District Congress Board. She was 
elected as an M.L.A. from Gummidipundi constituency as the 
Congress candidate for the Second Legislative Assembly in 


1957.°%° 


A.S. Ponnammal (1980 & 1984) 
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Ponnammal was elected as an MLA from the Nilakottai 
Constituency in 1980. She was again elected to the Assembly 
to the Eighth Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly from Palani 
Constituency in 1984.°’ She actively participated in the 
debates and spoke on education, drinking water, construction 


of roads and bridges, power and black markets. 
D. Regupathi Devi (1957) 


Regupathi Devi was born on 28" July 1929. She was 
educated at Coimbatore. She was married and had one child. 
She was interested in women and children welfare. She was 
elected as the M.L.A. as the Congress candidate from 
Mettupalayam Constituency in Coimbatore District in 1957 for 


the Second Madras Legislative Assembly. *® 
Rajathi Kunjithapatham (1957-1962 & 1962-1967) 


Rajathi Kunjithapatham was born on 10 August 1922. She 
was a B.A. Graduate. She was educated at St. Ignatius Convent 
High School, Palayamkottai, M.D.T. Hindu College, Tirunelveli. 


She was married and had two sons and one daughter. She was 
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a member of the Congress from 1943. She was a convenor of 
Madhar Congress, Tirunelveli. She was the member of All 
India Congress Committee for two terms. She was the 
President, Women Co-operative Societies for Hand Pounding 
Rice and Chief Promoter of the Palayamkottai Scavengers 
House Building Co-operative Society. She was a Social Worker. 
She was two time. M.L.A. from Tirunelveli (1957-1962) and 


(1962-1967) as the Congress candidate.°® 
P.K.R. Lakshmikantham (1957-1962 & 1962-1967) 


Lakshmikantham was born in 1923. She completed VI 
form, Visharad Hindi, Sahitya Sammelan (Allahabad). She was 
educated at Government Girls High School, Madurai. She was 
married and had two sons. She participated in foreign cloth 
boycott. She took part in Political Meetings and Conferences 
since 1931. She was elected as a Councillor of Madurai 
Municipality in 1952. She was elected as the Correspondent 
and Secretary of Sourastra Girl’s High School, Madurai. She 
was nominated as the trustee of the Kallazhagar Deasthanam. 


She tried to solve the problems of Handloom Industry. She was 
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two time M.L.A for the Madras Legislative Assembly (1957- 


1962) and (1962-1967)*° 
Hemalatha Devi (1957) 


Hemalatha Devi was born on 10 September 1922. She 
studied upto S.S.L.C. She was married and had two sons and 
two daughters. She was a Congress worker. She was elected 
as a member, Salem District Congress Committee in 1949- 
1953; Secretary, Salem Indian Women’s Association; Member 
and Standing Committee of the All India Women’s Conference. 
She was elected as the M.L.A. from Pennagar in Salem District 


in 1957.*! 
Kulanthaiammal (1957-1962&1962-1967) 


Kulanthaiammal was born on June 1942; She studied 
S.S.L.C; Pulavar; Madhyama in Hindi. She was educated at 
Sarvajana High School and Government Training School, 
Coimbatore; She was Married and had a son and a daughter. 
She worked as a Lecturer in Tamil in the Nirmala College, 
Coimbatore. She wrote books like “Aram Valartha Mangaiyar” 


“Senthamil Semmalar” and “Dravida Manimalar”. She was 
4° Madras Legislative Assembly Who is Who 1962. 
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elected as the M.L.A. from the Sulur Constituency in 


Coimbatore District in 1957.* 
Dravida Munne Kazhagam (DMK) 


That women’s progress is essential for the freedom and 
progress of the entire society has been realised by the 
Dravida Munne Kazhagam (DMK). The Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam has been striving hard to break the long 
established tradition in which female servitude prevailed. The 
present thesis modestly attempts to highlight the role of the 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, in the progress and welfare 


of women. 


The leader of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam at the 
time of its establishment was C.N. Annnadurai known as 
Anna, the charismatic personality. He was an orator of 
unparalleled excellence in Tamil and English, a versatile 
scholar and writer of rare worth. He was ardent disciple of 
Periyar E.V.R. Like Periyar, Anna was very much interested in 


the social reform of the Tamils and was against the social evils. 
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He was Periyar’s foremost deputy and till his death 
graciously and gratefully acknowledged his indebtedness to 
Periyar E.V.R. He department from Periyar in 1949 and 
founded the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, which ushered 
in a new socio-political movement in Tamilnadu. Even after 
parting from Periyar he continued to acknowledge Periyar as 


the leader of the new movement. 


Though the main plank of the DMK’s platform was the 
abolition of Northern domination over Southern States, the 
leaders through their writings always stressed the importance 


of social reform and particularly the uplift of women. 


At the time of its established on 17" September 1949 
Anna and others declared that Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam would function as a social reform organisation on 
the lines of the Dravidar Kazhagam of Periyar EVR and Anna 
even announced that both the Dravidar Kazhagam and the 
Dravidar Munnetra Kazhagam would function in the fields 


of social reform as a double barrelled gun. 


Anna strove for the economic and social liberation of the 


backward classes and women. After the demise of the 


charismatic leader Anna, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam 
under the leadership of Kalaignar M. Karunanidhi followed 
sincerely the path shown by the leaders Periyar and Anna. Like 
Anna, his successor Kalaignar is also a _ great orator, 


dramatist and social reformer. 


The Karunanidhi Ministry introduced fie Social Welfare 
Schemes from 1971 to 1975. They were : Rehabilitation of 
lepers and beggars (1971), Free Eye Camps (1972), Abolition 
of hand pulled rickshaws (1973) Welfare Programmes for the 
physically handicapped (1974) and Establishment of Orphan 
Homes (1975). The Karunanidhi Government wanted to 
establish a casteless society. Karunanidhi’s Government when 
dismissed in 1976 by the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 
She was in power at the Centre when India experienced 
emergency, between 1975 and 1977. From 1977 to 1987 M.G. 
Ramachandran’s (MGR) All India Anna Dravida Munnetra 


Kazhagam (AIADMK) ruled Tamil Nadu.** 


Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar Ninaivu Thirumana 


Thittam 


43 The Role of Women in AIADMK rule is separately dealt with in the Chapter V 
of this thesis. 


The Government introduced a special scheme entitled 
‘Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar Ninaivu Thirumana 
Udhavi Thittam’ to improve the status of women in society. 
Under this scheme a grant of Rs. 5,000/- is given to girls from 
poor households who have studied upto the 8" standard and 


above on the occasion of their marriage.** 


The minimum educational qualification in respect of girls 
belonging to Scheduled Tribes has been reduced to Fifth 
Standard instead of Eigth Standard. Government viewed that 
the scheme is a powerful incentive for he advancement of 
women’s education. This scheme covers both rural and urban 


areas throughout the State. 
The conditions for getting this assistance are as follows: 


Age: Attaining the age of 18 years at the time of 


marriage. 
Income Limit : Rs. 5,000 per annum (Rs. 6,400) 


Implementation of this Scheme : In Madras City and 
Corporation areas in Madurai and Coimbatore’ the 
Commissioners of concerned Corporations. In rural areas the 


4* POLICY NOTE, 1990-91, p. 17 


B.D.O s are authorised to sanction draw and disburse the 
amount and the District Social Welfare Officers are authorised 
to draw and disburse the amount. In respect of Municipalities 
and Townships the Municipal Commissioners and _ Social 
Welfare Officers are authorised to sanction draw and disburse 


the amount. 


During 1989-90, 14,800 women were benefitted. A sum of 
Rs. 740 lakhs was spent for the purpose.*®? During 1990-91 
upto October 31,29,925 women were benefitted and a sum of 


Rs. 16.96 crores was spent.*® 


Another marriage assistance scheme has_ been 
introduced. A sum of Rs. 2000 is given for the marriage of 
daughters of poor widows, whose annual income is less than 
Rs. 6,400 per annum. The girls should be in the age group of 
18 to 30 years. Only one daughter is eligible for this 
assistance. This scheme benefits around 1015 women every 
year. A sum of Rs. 10.15 lakhs was spent during 1989-90. This 


year a sum of Rs. 20.30 lakhs are allotted. The number of 


“ |bid., 


4° TAMILARASU, November 1990. 


beneficiaries upto October is 1044.*’ For poor women’s 
marriage a sum of Rs. 1000 is given. In 1989-90, 158 women 


got this benefit and a sum of Rs. 1.58 lakhs was spent. 
Annai Anjugam Intercaste Marriage Scheme 


A new scheme to encourage intercaste marriages a 
scheme called Annai Anjugam_ Intercaste Marriage 
Scheme was introduced in 1989. Under this scheme from 
April 1 to October 31, 1990, 952 couples were benefitted and a 
sum of Rs. 45.80 lakhs were spent. It was originally under the 
Backward Class Ministry and at present it is under the Social 


Welfare Department. 
Dr. Dharmambal Ammaiyar Thittam 


For the propagation of widow remarriage and to 
eradicate the evils connected with widowhood a scheme called 
Dr. Dharmambal Ammaiyar Thittam has been introduced by 
the DMK Government. This scheme was introduced during the 


tenure of Anna and the name Dr. Dharmambal Ammaiyar 


47 POLICY NOTE, 1990-91, P.11. 


Thittam has been given to it now. For the widow’s welfare a 


special Raffle Scheme was also conducted.*® 


In 1975-76, 96 couples were benefitted by the scheme 
and a sum of Rs. 4,80,000 was allotted for this.“ As per this 
scheme on the remarriage of a widow a sum of Rs. 5,000 is 
given in the form of National Saving Certificate in the joint 
name of husband and wife. This scheme is restricted to widows 
between the age group 18 to 30 years. Every year about 100 
women benefit under this scheme. The income of the 


beneficiary of the family must be below Rs. 6,400 per annum. 


A sum of Rs. 8.90 lakhs was provided for the year 1989- 
90 to benefit 180 couples. A sum of Rs. 10 lakhs has been 
provided for the year 1990-91 for 200 couples. Upto August 
1990, the number of couples benefitted is 134 and the amount 
spent is Rs. 6.70 lakhs.°° If a lady is married to a person who 
has lost his wife as a second wife and if it is her first marriage 


She is also eligible under the scheme. 


48 VIDUTHALAI, 11-5-75 
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5° TAMILARASU, November, 1990. 


Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy Ammaiyar Ninaivu Mahapperu 


Udhavi Thittam 


This scheme was launched with effect from 3" June 1989 
for providing cash support to the women from poor households 
in the last two months of pregnancy and immediately two 
months after delivery of the child. The cash support will cover 
only the first two children. The age at the time of marriage of 
the applicant should be the legal age of 18 years. The total 


income should not exceed Rs. 5,000 per annum.’ 


Cash support of Rs. 200 is given in lump sum (at the rate 
of Rs. 50 per month for 4 months) irrespective of the fact 
whether the pregnancy culminated in a live or still born child. 
The application should be supported by proof of age, income, 
and the eligibility for the grant duly certified by the Auxillary 
Nursing Midwives.°* The Commissioners of the Panchayat 
Unions/Townships/Municipalities/Corporations concerned are 
the authorities for implementation of the scheme. The 
assistance will be paid to the pregnant women by the Village 


Health Nurse/Multi-purpose worker of the area. 


°? Ibid., 


>? G.O.Ms. 516, BCW, NMP and SWP, dt. 31 May, 1989. 


During 1989-90, 1,83,918 women benefitted and a sum of 
Rs. 367.84 lakhs was spent. Upto October 31, 1990, 3,33,156 
women benefitted and a sum of Rs. 6.66 crores was spent. It 


has crossed the targeted amount of 4 crores.*° 
Mrs. Sathiavani Muthu (1967-1971) 


Dr. Sathiavani Muthu was born on 15, Feb 1923 in 
Chingleput District in Madras. She belonged to scheduled 
Caste and her parents were Nagainathan and Janakiammal. 
Dr. Sathiavani Muthu studied in Columbus Higher Secondary 
School at Chingleput. Later their family moved to Ernakulam 
in Kerala. She continued her school education at St. Theresa 
English School there. After three years of stay in Ernakulam 
their family was shifted to Madras. Dr. Sathiavani Muthu 
finally joined Government High School at Egmore and 
successfully completed her school education. She was a good 


orator and a powerful writer in both English and Tamil.°* 


Dr. Sathiavani Muthu’s knowledge and experience of the 
world led her to the field of politics. She worked for women’s 


education, since she believed that a woman without education 
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is a woman without soul. After her school education, Dr. 
Sathiavani Muthu studied Homoeopathy Medicine and became 
a professional with a commitment to help the poor and the 


needy.”° 


Dr. Sathiavani Muthu’s father was a social worker. He 
was attracted by the principles of self-respect movement and 
that of Justice Party. Whenever he went to attend public 
meetings he took his daughter with him. Mr. Nagainathan was 
a radical. He wanted to give his daughter in marriage to a 
congressman. In 1943, Muthu and Sathiavani got married and 
the marriage function was presided over by Thiru. V1. Ka.°® 
E.V.R. Periyar’s principles attracted Dr. Sathiavani Muthu. 
When Periyar was against untouchability and led a movement 
against it in Tamil Nadu. These things made Dr. Sathiavani 


Muthu become a disciple of Periyar.’ 


When C.N. Annadurai was the Secretary of Dravida 
Kazhagam, she was a member of the executive committee. In 
1943, Dravida Kazhagam was split resulting in the birth of 
°° Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly who is who, Tamil Nadu Secretariat, 
Madras, 1967, p.47 


°° Dr. Sathiavani Muthu Mani Vizha Malar, Madras, 1983, p. 48 
57 Dr. Sathiavani Muthu 47" Birth Day Vizha Malar, Madras, 1980, p. 13 


Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam. In 1949, she became the 
President of the women’s wing of the D.M.K. and participated 
in all the programme organised by the Kazhagam.*® Dr. 
Sathiavani Muthu started a monthly journal Annai and worked 
for Women’s education and women’s welfare, using the journal 
for expression and sharing of views. Social evils such as 
superstition, untouchability, slavery of women etc., received 


treatment in her magazine.” 


In 1957 General Elections, Dr. Sathiavani Muthu 
contested from Madras Perambur Constituency and got 
elected as member of the Legislative Assembly. From 1949 to 
1974, she was an active member of the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam. In 1967 she was elected from Perambur 
Constituency and she was appointed as the Minister for 
Harijan welfare in the Ministry of C.N. Annadurai.® After 1969 
election, she joined the Ministry of Karunanidhi. She held the 
portfolios of Harijan welfare, Agriculture and Information. In 


1974, she was removed from the Ministry a result of a 


°° Dr. Sathiavani Muthu, Enadhu Porattum, Madras Book House, Madras, 1975, 
p. 65 

°° Tamil Arasu, June, 1970, p.27 

6° Dr. Sathisvani Muthu, Erikkapattal (Tamil), Madras Book House, Madras, 
1969, p.38 


misunderstanding connected with an administrative problem 
between Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi and Sathiavani 


Muthu.°*! 


In 1976, when she came out from the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam, she organised a scheduled caste welfare committee 
and rendered her service to the Harijans. Then she joined the 
All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam founded by M.G. 
Ramachandran. She was elected member of the Madras 


Legislative Council.” 


In 1978, April, she was chosen A.I.A.D.M.K. leader in the 
Rajya Sabha and in 1979 Dr. Sathiavani Muthu became a 
central cabinet Minister for Social Welfare in the ministry of 
Charan Singh. She was the only lady minister from Tamil 
Nadu, who was sent to the centre as Cabinet Minister and the 


only woman from Scheduled Caste community. 


Dr. Sathiavani Muthu supported widow remarriage, inter- 
caste marriage, love marriage, etc. She has two sons and two 


daughter. In 1965, she went to jail with her two year baby in 


61 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly who is who, Tamil Nadu secretariat, 
Madras, 1967, p. 9 

6 E.V. Ramasamy, D.M.K. Atchiyal Pudupikka Vendum (Tamil) Viduthalai 
Veliyeedu, Madras, 1970, p.82 


the Anti-Hindi Agitation. She participated in an agitation 
organised against the Poona Pact along with Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar. In 1962, when the prices rose high, she 
participated in the agitation organised against’ the 
Government. In her political career she went to jail nine 


times.°? 


Dr. Sathiavaani Muthu went to Mauritius when president 
Mr. Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy visited it. She met Mother 
Theresa at International Women’s Conference, when she went 
there to attend the conference. Dr. Sathiavani Muthu wrote 
two books “Enadhu Porattam (My Struggle), Erikka Pattal”, in 


Tamil. 


A. Suares (1957&1962) 


Suares was born on 20 October 1895. She studied B.A., 


L.T. She was 


educated at St. Joseph Convent, Kozhikode and Queen Mary’s 
College and Lady Wellington Training College, Madras. She 
was married and had nine children. She was a member of All 


India Women’s Association. She was District Commissioner of 
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Girls’ Studies. She was in thirty nine years of Government 
Service. She organised a night school for adults; instituted 
poor funds in many schools. She was the President, Madras 
State Council of All India Anglo-Indian Association and 
controlled fourteen branches in the State. She had organised 
Social Service Guilds; Member, State Board for Anglo Indian 
Education, Member, Senate of the Madras University; She 
wrote a book on “Geography” Pennisular India. She was 
nominated as the MLA in 1957, by the Governor of Madras. 
She was again nominated to the Assembly in 1962 for the 


second time. 
B. Lakshminarasamma (1962) 


Lakshminarasamma was born on 22 April 1920. She was 


educated at 


Municipal High School, Dodballapur in Mysore _ State; 
Maharani Women’s College, Mysore and Bangalore. She was 
the Graduate of the Mysore University. She was married, her 
husband was N. Bala Krishnan, an industrialist. She had one 


son and three daughter. She was elected as the MLA form the 


6° Madras Legislative, Assembly Who is Who 1957, Legislative Department, Madras. 


Tirukovilur Constituency in South Arcot District in 1962 as the 


Congress Candidate.”° 
A. Krishnaveni (1962) 


Krishnaveni was born on July 1 1932; She was married, 


and had 3 sons. 


She worked as the Manager, Mahatma Girls Home, Theni, 
Madurai District for 13 years. She was a Member, Panchayat 
Union Council, Andipatti. She was elected as the M.L.A. from 
the Andipatti Constituency in Madurai District in the General 


Election held in 1962.° 
Jegadambal Velayutham (1962) 


Jegadambal Velayutham was born on February 1919. She 
was married and had two daughters. She was interested in 
social welfare and women’s education. She was propagating 


D.M.K. ideology. She was elected as the M.L.A., from 


6° Madras Legislative Assembly Who is Who 1962, Madras Legislative Assembly 
Department, 1962. 
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Jayamkondam Constituency as the D.M.K. candidate in the 


General Election held in 1962.°° 
K.P. Janakiammal (1967-1971) 


K.P. Janakiammal was born in Madurai in 1917. Her 
parents were Padmanaban and Lakshmi. She acted in so many 
Drama Sabhas since she was twelve years old. She married 
Gurusamy, belonged to Congress Party. She Sung national 
songs in the dramas and inculcated national feelings among 
the masses. In 1927 she became the Secretary of the Madurai 
District Congress Committee. In 1923 she met Jeevanantham 
at Batlagundu in Madurai District. Later she joined Socialist 
Congress Party, organized by Jeevanantham, R. Ramamurthi 
and M.R. Venkatraman. In 1940 she jaoined the Communist 
Party of India organized by A. Chelliah, V. Ramanahtan, S. 
Guruswami and N. Sankariah. She was arrested for 
participating in an agitation against the British and imprisoned 
for 16 months. In 1942 she again participated in the agitation 
against the price rice. In 1964 she joined in the C.P.I (M). In 


1967 she organized Ikkiya Madar Sangam (United Women 


68 Madras Legislative Assembly Who is Who 1962, Madras Legislative Assembly 
Department, 1962. 


Association). In the fourth general election held in 1967 she 
won from the Madurai East Constituency and became an 
M.L.A. In the first Democratice Women’s Conference held in 
1972 at Madurai she was elected as the leader of the 


conference. She died in 1992°° 
S. Kuppammal (1967) 


S. Kuppammal contested and on election as the DMK 
candidate from the Polur Constituency in the North Arcot 
District in 1967. She defeated the Congress candidate M.S. 
Annamalai over the margin of 13000 votes. During the 
discussion on the budget, Kuppammal requested the 
Government to give free education upto Pre University Course. 


It was done so. 
V.P. Palaniammal (1967) 


She was another DMK, M.L.A. elected from Dharapuram 
Constituency in 1967. She actively participated in the debates 
in the Assembly and spoke on Madras Corporation, on the 
plight of the Scheduled Caste and on education. In the election 


held in 1959 for the Madras Corporation DMK won 45 wards 


°° Madras Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. I, No.4, 1964, pp.218-222 


out of 100 DMK captured Mayorship for the first time A.P. 
Arasu was elected as the Mayor and Sivasankaran became the 


Deputy Mayor.” 


Participating in the Governor’s address in the Madras 
Legislative Assembly on 28" March 1967, V.P. Palaniammal, 
made her maiden speech.’”' She appreciated her party, headed 
by C.N. Annadurai, for appointing a Scheduled Caste as 
Deputy Mayor of Madras. She said people were speaking about 
the welfare of the Scheduled Caste for so many years. Funds 
had been allotted for their welfare. But that fund was not 
distributed properly. Sufficient houses were not constructed 
for them. Scholarships were not properly given to them. 
Backward classes were also neglected like that. So the 
Government must work for the welfare of the Scheduled Caste 
and Backward Classes. She appreciated the Chief Minister 


Annadurai taking measures for the benefit of Schedule Caste 
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7 Madras Legislative Who is Who 1967, Madras Legislative Assembly 
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students.’”? She asked the Government to allot more seats to 
these students in teacher training schools. She asked the 
Government to allow the technical education students to write 
the examination in the month of September. She asked the 
Government to construct residential quarters for the teachers 
in the rural and urban areas. So she also asked the 
Government to give loans to teachers to construct houses to 
all.’ She asked the Government to distribute waste lands to 
Scheduled Caste and Other Backward Class for cultivation and 
to encourage them, by giving free seeds, fertilizers and 


agricultural materials to solve the food shortage.” 
Alda M. Fowler (1971) 


Alada M. Fowler was born in 1913 at Kozhikode. She 
passed the S.S.L.C. She was educated at Stanes High School 
Coonoor, Nilgris and Church Park Teacher’s Training School, 
Madras. She was married. Her husband was Rev. Harold 
Fowler and had one son. She was an active member of the 


Girls Guide Movement. She served on the Board of Y.W.C.A 


7? Madras Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. 4, No.1, 1967, pp.731-733 
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(Coimbatore) for 24 years. She was the member of the 
National Board of Y.W.C.A. She was the President of the All 
India Anglo Indian Association Tiruchirapalli and Coimbatore 
for 15 years. She was the Member of the Governing Body of 
the All India Anglo Indian Association, New Delhi. She served 
as a first class Honorary Magistrate of the Juvenile court for 
several times. She started the Alda Flower Nursery School in 
1960. She initiated the society for the aid of Handicapped 
Children. She initiated the society for the aid of Handicapped 
Children. She initiated the Coimbatore Good Samaritan Ladies 
Industrial Co-operative Society. She had written articles, like 
the ‘Romance of a School’, 1947 and “The story of St. John’s 
Vestry School and Villages in Independence India”. She was 
nominated as the M.L.A to the Tamil Nadu Legislative 


Assembly in 1971” 
P.T. Saraswathi (1977) 


P.T. Saraswathi was one of the two women MLAs, elected 
to the Sixth Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly. She was 
appointed as the Minister of Social Welfare in the M.G.R’s 


Ministry. During her tenure as Minsiter she established so 


® Thid., 


many Veterinary Hospitals in the State and controlled the 
diseases that attacked live stock. P.T. Saraswathi, the Minster 
of Social Welfare, on 6" January 1978 told the Tamil Nadu 
Legislative council that six veterinary hospitals would be 
established in the 1977-1978 financial year’ in 
Ramanathapuram, Madurai, North Arcot, Salem and 


Chengleput Districts. 


Participating in the Debates on grants for the 1978-1979 
in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly on 7" March 1978, P.T 
Saraswathi said that the Government planned to improve the 
live stock by following new scientific methods.’® Replying to a 
question raised by S.J. Ramasamy the Minister P.T. Saraswathi 
said that a vaccine producing dispensary was established at 
Ranipettai with the help of the Central Government. The State 
Government planned to spend Rs. 22 Lakhs for that purpose. 
To increase the Jersi cows population, the State Government 
allotted Rs. 93 lakhs. For that the state Government imported 
109 cows and 2 bulls from Australia. The Governemnt ordered 
to import the apparatus needed for artificial insemination from 


Denmark for the farm at Etchankottai. On the suggestion given 


7° Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. XIV, No. 1-5, 1978, p.248. 
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by members Margabandu and Manimaran the Government 
gave permission to veterinary Inspectors to take leave if they 
worked on Sundays and holidays. The Government also 
ordered to change the name of Live Stock Assistant as Live 
Stock Inspector and give Travelling Allowance to Veterinary 
Inspectors in the Regional Gramma Scheme and Live Stock 


Improvement Schemes.”’ 
Subbulakshmi Jegadeesan (1978 & 1989-1991) 


Subbulakshmi was another woman member elected to the 
Sixth Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly from t ruling AIADMK 
party.”*> M.G. Ramachandran appointed both P.T. Saraswathi 
and Subbulakshmi Ministers in his Ministry. In order to 
increase the living condition of weavers M.G. Ramachandran 
created a separate Department of Handlooms and appointed 


Subbulakshmi as the Minister for Handlooms in 1978.” M.G. 


” Ibid, pp. 302-305 
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Ramachandran also established weavers Housing Board to 
build houses for weavers. He also established an Insurance 
Scheme for Weavers, Match Factory Workers and Palmyra 


Workers and established a Pension Scheme for them.®® 


Many socio-economic programmes were introduced in 
1979-1980, during the first Ministry of M.G. Ramachandran, 
for the empowerment of women in society and for the 
employment of women to make them _ economically 
independent.*' Schemes like Small Scale Production Unit 
Scheme, Dairy Unit Scheme, Service Oriented Canteen 
Scheme and Handloom Unit Scheme were started for the 
welfare of women.” The Government of Tamil Nadu spent Rs. 
824 lakhs for the development of Handlooms Industry in the 
year 1976-1977. In the Pongal season of the year 1977 
handlooms cloths were not sold as expected. So there was a 


huge stock of handloom cloths. So the Government announced 


86 Lena Tamilvanan, Sarithira Nayakar M.G.R. Sathanaikal (Tamil), 
(Achievements of Historical Leader M.G.R) Manimekalai Press, Thiagaraya 
Nagar, Chennai, 1991, pp. 100-112. 


81 Thandavan, R., The Dravidian Movement, The Academy Public Affairs, 
Chennai, 2001, p. 267 


82 Thdi., 


83 Tamil Nadu State Administrative Report 1977-1978, Government of Tamil 
Nadu 1981, Printed by the Director of Stationary and Printing, Madras, pp.8-9. 


20 percent rebate for the sale of handloom clothes for two 
months (from 09.0301977 to 07.05.1977). The rebate was 
announced as to give employment for the weavers of the Co- 


Operative Societies and improve their living conditions.** 


Gomathi Seenivasan (1980) 


In 1980 Gomathi Seenivasan was elected as a member to 
the Seventh Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly from the 
Valangaiman Constituency as the AIADMK candidate. She was 
appointed as the Minister of Veterinary Department in the 
M.G.R. Ministry. She established so many Veterinary Hospitals 
and Dispensaries and she effectively controlled the spread of 
diseases that attacked the cattles. After the 1985 election she 
was again appointed as the Minister of Social Welfare by 
M.G.R. S. Sivaraman replied in Tamil Nadu legislative 
Assembly on 31% January 1981, Gomathi Seenivasan, the 
Minister of Veterinary Department stated that there were 184 
Veterinary Dispensaries, in one each in every Panchayat 


Union. Only Graduate Doctors were appointed in the 


8 Tbid., p.324 


Dispensaries. Every year 10 additional Dispensaries were 
started.® 


Women’s Organisations 


She participated in the question hour, the member S.D. 
Ukkamchand raised the functioning of the Women 
Organisation. Gomathi Seenivasan, the Minister stated that 
11,183 Women’s Organisations were functioning in the State. 
Adult Education, teaching, stitching, embroidery’ work, 
preparing wire bags, conducting children’s’ exhibitions, 
educating the rural women on noon meal scheme, and 
arranging excursions to improve women’s knowledge were 
some of the Programmes of the Women’s Organisations. °° 
T. Rasambal (1980-1984 & 1985-1988) 

She was a two times Congress woman M.L.A from 
Thalaivasal Constituency. She represented the Seventh 
Legislative Assembly (1980-1984) and Eighth Legislative 


Assembly (1985-1988). She actively participated in the debates 


8 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. XXV, No. 1-5, 1981, p. 343 
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in the Assembly and spoke on matters related to education 


health and untouchability.°’ 


Parent-Teacher’s Association 

While participating in the Debates in the Tamil Nadu 
Legislative Assembly on November 1983, T. Rasambal asked 
about rules and regulations of office bearers of the Parent - 
Teacher’s Association (P.T.A) in schools. The Education 
Minister, Aranganayagam replied that only parents of students 
were elected to the executive body of the Parent Teacher’s 
Association. An executive member of the P.T.A. was elected as 
President of the P.T.A. The rules and regulations of the P.T.A 
were sent to each and every school and school managements 


were asked to elect the office bearers accordingly. *® 
Women Teachers 


The Government sanctioned the fund of the Panchayat 
Union Council to small Panchayat, while so many big 
Panchayat with huge population couldn’t get the fund. She 


asked the Government to appoint women teachers in schools. 
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She criticised the transfer of teachers as it led to the collapse 
of the families. She complained that lavatories constructed in 
the rural areas had no water facilities.®° Toilets without water 


are useless. 
Balasevikas 


She participated in the Question hour in the Tamil Nadu, 
Legislative Assembly on 3™ March 1981, T. Rasambal and P. 
Eswaramoorthy asked whether there was any proposal to 
increase the number of Balasevikas and Ayas working in the 
Social Welfare Department. Gomathi Seenivasan, answered 
that a Commission had been appointed to fix the salary of the 
Balasevikas and Ayas.. T. Rasambal requested the Government 
to give them permanent job and time bound fixed scale as 


given to the teachers. 


V. Vijaya Lakshmi (1980 & 1985) 


®° Thid., 


Vijayalakshmi was the two time M.L.A of the AIADMK 
Party.°° She was elected from the Veerapandi Constituency in 
the 1980 and 1985 elections. She was appointed as the 


Minister in the M.G.R. Ministry in 1985. 
Palm Industry 


The Ministry, Vijayalakshmi Palanichamy appreciated the 
member Mani for his active participation in voting and making 
suggestions. Mani, the MLA thanked the Government for 
introducing new Village Industries for the benefit of workers of 
the Kanyakumari District. The Vijayalakshmi Palanichamy 
answered that a Palm Industry would be started at Athankodu 
in Kanyakumari district under the Rural Development Scheme. 
She also said that the amount relief for fatal accidents of Palm 


Workers was increased from Rs. 1000 to Rs. 5000.°! 
B. Valarmathi (1985) 


Valarmathi was the AIADMK woman M.L.A. She was 


elected from the Mylapore Constituency in 1985. She actively 


° Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly, Who’s Who, Legislative Assembly 
Department, 1985. Vijayalakshmi was born on 22 February 1952 at Parapatti. 
She studied up to X Standard. She was married and had three children. Elected 
as the M.L.A from the Veerapandi constituency in 1980 and in 1985 General 
Elections. She was again elected as a MLA in 2001. 


» Thid., 


participated in the debates in the Tamil Nadu Legislative 
Assembly and asked questions on Sethu Samudram Project 
and power production.” She Participated in the thanks giving 
session to Governor’s Address on 12" March 1985 in the Tamil 
Nadu Legislative Assembly B. Valarmathi, in her maiden 
speech, first of all thanked her mentor, the Chief Minister, 
M.G. Ramachandran and the people of her Mylapore 
constituency for sending her to the Assembly. She was happy 
about the victory of her party even though the Party leader 
was in America for treatment. She appreciated the Centre for 
its better treatment of the State and she also criticised the 
Centre when it failed to meet the demands of the State.®*? She 
demanded more funds from the centre on recommendations of 
the Eighth Planning Commission. She justified her stand by 
stating that Tamil Nadu was one of the states successfully 
implementing Family Planning Programme. It resulted into the 
decline of population and increase in income of every 
individual. She congratulated the then Chief Minister M.G. 


Ramachandran for his support to Tamils whenever and 


° Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Diamond Jubilee Souvenir, Tamil Nadu 
Legislature, Chennai, 2012, pp. 305-310. 


* Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. VI, No. 3, 1985, pp. 322-326 


whenever they were affected. She appreciated the Government 
for coming to protect Tamils in Srilanka.** She appreciated the 
Government for implementing old age pension to all eligible 
persons. She also appreciated the Government for 
implementing old age pension to all eligible persons. She also 
appreciated the Government for its proposal to give free 
uniforms and free books to all eligible pupils studying up to 


eighth standard.* 


She praised the Government for giving interim relief to 
the Government servants before submitting the Fourth Pay 
Commission. She also praised the Government for increasing 
the Family Welfare Fund of the Government servants to Rs. 
20,000 from Rs. 10,000. She asked the Government to 
establish a tourist park at Mylapore where a temple for the 
Tamil poet Tiruvalluvar was built.°° She requested the 
Government to maintain Eliates Beach situated between 


Kudurkuppan and Velankanni Church. She asked the 


4 Thid., 
*° Thid., 
°° Thid., 


Government to build a bridge between Srinivasapuram and 


Adyar, as the old bridge there was demolished.*’ 
Madras Central Prison 


Madras Central Prison was constructed during the British 
rule in 1837. It was called Madras Penitentiary until 1855. 
When it was christened as Central Jail, it was built to transit 
convicts of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. The area covers 
11 acres. Subhas Chandra Bose and Veera Savarkar were 
arrested during independence movement and put in that Jail. 
The prison also housed C.N. Annadurai, the former Chief 


Minister of Tamil Nadu.” 


Valarmathi Participated in the debates on 9" May 1986 
and asked the Government whether there was any proposal to 
shift the present Central Prison and established a Open Prison 
at Madras. The Minister C. Ponnaiyan replied that the Central 
Prison would be shifted to Pulal within few months. But there 


was no proposal to construct a new Prison at Madras. 


D. Yasotha 


7 Thid., 


°° Wikipedia 


Yasotha was one of the Congress Women MLAs. She 
represented Sriperumpudur Constituency. She was a two time 
M.L.A. She represented the 7“ and 8" Tamil Nadu Legislative 
Assemblies. She participated in the debates in the Assembly 
and spoke on drought, Telugu Ganga Project and refuge 


problem, etc. 
Tanjore Medical College 


She Participated in the debates in the Tamil Nadu 
Legislative Assembly on 3™ November 1983 asked about the 
repair of Electrocardiography Machine kept in a room without 
A.C. in Tanjore Medical College Hospital. But the Minister of 
Health replied that the Machine was bought in 1973, it worked 
up to October 1979. The repair in the Machine was not due to 
the non-availability of A.C Another Electrocardiography. 
Machine was bought at the cost of Rs. 1,51,632 and was put in 
an A.C. room in the Neuro Department of the same hospital in 


1980.*%s 


Telugu Ganga Project 


°° Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. L, No.1, 1983, pp. 608-613 


Telugu Ganga Project or Krishna Water Supply Project 
was a water supply scheme launched in South India to give 
drinking water to Chennai, the capital of Tamil Nadu. The 
source of water for this project was Krishna river in Andhra 
Pradesh Water was drawn from Srisailam reservoir and 
through the canals diverted to Chennai over a distance of 406 
kilometres. The destination point was Poondi reservoir near 
Chennai. An agreement was signed between Tamil Nadu and 
the riparian'®® states of Krishna River viz., Andhra Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Karnataka. By the agreement each of the 
three riparian states would contributes 5,000,000,000 cubic 


feet water annually to Chennai.'®' 


D. Saroja (1980-1984 & 1985-1988) 


Saroja was one of the AIADMK women MLAs represented 
Seventh (1980-1984) and the Eighth Tamil Nadu Legislative 
Assembly (1985-1988). She represented the Uppiliyapuram 
constituency reserved for the Scheduled Tribes. She was the 


first woman represented the Scheduled Tribes in the Tamil 


100 Riparian- Relating to or situated on the banks of a river. 


101 Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 
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Nadu Legislative Assembly. She actively participated in the 


debates and spoke on women’s issues.! 


M.L.A. Hostel 


Participating in the debates in the Tamil Nadu Legislative 
Assembly on 27 June 1980, A.S. Ponnammal MLA, remarked 
that there were no roads to connect the villages in her 
constituency and the people suffered without drinking water. 
The wells dug scheme were of no use. The Government 
introduced Grain for Work Scheme in the rural areas instead 
of giving Rs. 50 to unemployed educated persons. However, 
she demanded the government to establish small industries to 


give employment opportunities to unemployed youth.’ 
Mother Terasa Women’s University 


On 6 March 1984 A.S. Ponnammal appreciated the 
Government for establishing an University exclusively for 
women and naming it after Mother Terasa.'** She requested 


1022 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Diamond Jubilee Souvenir, Tamil Nadu 
Legislature, Chennai, 2012. 
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104 Mother Theresa University was established in 1984 at Kodaikanal by the 
enactment of Tamil Nadu Act 15. This University was started when M.G. 
Ramachandran was the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. MTWU College, 
Kodaikanal, MVM Arts and Science College, Dindigul, Government College for 


the Government to establish that university not at Kodaikanal, 
as it was not suitable place for women. So she requested to 
establish it in the plains. She also requested to appoint a 
woman Vice Chancellor and woman Registrar from among 


learned and experienced women for that University.'°° 


The AIADMK Government introduced 10+2+3 pattern of 
education in the academic year 1978-1979. The Government 
established the Bharatiyar University at Coimbatore, the 
Bharathidasan University at Tiruchirapalli, the Tamil 
University at Tanjavur, the Anna University of Technology at 
Madras, the Women’s University at Kodaikanal and the 
Alagappa University at Karaikudi. The Government brought 
the teachers of Panchayat Union Schools under the direct 
Government Control. The Government introduced Tamilnadu 
professional courses Entrance Examination to join in 
professional courses in 1984. H.S.S Lawrence, Special Officer 
appointed by the Government of Tamilnadu introduced 


10+2+3 pattern of education in 1978. He is considered as the 


Women Nilokottai were the colleges affiliated to the University. 


5 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. LXI, No.2, 1984, pp. 468-472. 


architect of Higher Secondary Education in Tamilnadu. He 


planned and implemented the new scheme. 
V.N. Janaki (1988) 


V.N. Janaki Vaikam Nani Janaki was born at Vaikam in 
Kerala in 1924 as the daughter of Nani Amma of Vadakkekara 
Kandathil Perambil and Raja Gopala Iyer, a musician and elder 
brother of lyricist Papanasam Sivam. After former schooling 
the family moved to Nagapattina and then to Kumbakonam. 
After five years, her father shifted to madras. Mohini was her 
first film with MGR, released in the late 1940’s. Subsequently 
she married M.G.R. She stopped acting after her marriage to 
M.G.R. Although she did not actively participate in politics, she 
was very close to MGR in his private and public life. After the 
death of MGR she was persuaded to enter in to politics by the 
party men like R.M. Veerappan. Consequently she became the 
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu in 1988. It was the first time that 


a woman had become the Chief Minister of the State.! 


Jayalalitha 


106 Ram Avtar Agnihotri, Film Stars in Indian Politics, Common Wealth 
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Jayalalitha joined AIADMK in June 1982.'° In January 
1983, M.G.R. appointed her as Propaganda Secretary of the 
party.'°? On the advice of M.G.R she campaigned for AIADMK 
candidate in the Tiruchendur Assembly by election in February 
1983. In 1984 she was elected as the M.P of the Rajya Sabha. 
She had the ability to attract huge crowds like his mentor 


M.G.R. So a rival group formed against her. 


When M.G.R fell ill and was admitted in the hospital and 
she was prevented from meeting her mentor M.G.R. Later on 
she was removed from the post of Propaganda Secretary. R.M. 
Veerappan, a senior leader of the party, and others tried to 
isolate Jayalalitha and decided Janaki as the successor of 


M.G.R.1°9 


107 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Who’s Who 1989, Tamil Nadu Legislative 
Assembly Secretariat, Madras. Jayalalitha was born on 24 February 1948, at 
Mysore. She was the daughter of Jayaram and Santhia, a cine actress. She 
studied upto P.U.C. she was educated at Bishop Cotton Girls High School 
Bangalore, Presentation Convert, Church Park, Madras, Stella Mary’s College 
for Women; Spinster; “Vennira Adai” was “Ayirathil her first Tamil film released 
in 1965. Her first film with the Matini idol M.G. Ramachandran was “Ayirathil 
oruvan”. She acted with M.G. Ramachandran in 28 films. 
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Split in the AAADMK 


While M.G. Ramachandran was getting treatment in 
America he contested in the Andipattti Constituency and won 
in the General Eelction held in 1984. Jayalaitha campaigned 
for M.G.R. After his return from America, M.G.R. again 
nominated Jayalaitha as Propaganda Secretary. He came to 
Madurai with his wife Janaki and Jayalalitha by a flight to 
attend his fans conference held at Madurai on 13,14 July 1986. 
M.G.R. became sick in September 1986 and died on 24 


December 1987. 


Dr. Kanchana Kamalanathan (1989-1991) 


Kanchana Kamalanathan was born on 10 June 1946. She 
studied B.Sc., M.B.B.S. She was educated at Little Flower 


Convent, Queen Mary’s College, Madras, Medical College 


(V.N Janaki) Vaikam Nani Janaki was born at Vaikam in Kerala in 1924 as the 
daughter of Nani Amma of Vadakkekara Kandathil Perambil and Raja Gopala 
Iyer, a musician and elder brother of Iyricist Papanasam Sivam. After former 
schooling the family moved to Nagapattinam and then to Kummbakonam. After 
five years, her father shifted to Madras. Mohini was her first film with MGR, 
released in the late 1940’s. Subsequently she married M.G.R. She stopped 
acting after her marriage to M.G.R. Although she did not actively participate in 
politics, she was very close to MGR in his private and public life. After the death 
of MGR she was persuaded to enter in to politics by the party men like R.M. 
Veerappan. Consequently she became the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu in 1988. 
It was the first time that a woman had become the Chief Minister of the State. 


Madras. She was married. She organised DMK’s Women’s 
Wings in Dharmapuri District and became the Executive 
Committee Member, krishnakiri Women’s Association. She was 
a social worker and a Medical practioner. She was elected 
from the Krishnagiri constituency in 1989 as the DMK 


Candidate. 


Dr. Kanchana Kamalanathan M.L.A., representing 
Krishnagiri constituency praised the Chief Minister 
Karunanithi and Electricity Minister Durai Murugan for their 
role in establishing Cavery Tribunal to settle the Cavery Water 
Dispute between Tamil Nadu and Karnataka. She requested 
the Government to establish the high power transformer at 
Krisnakiri as promised by N.S. Kothandaraman, Assistant 
Secretary, Government of Tamil Nadu, in a letter to her, in 
that year. She shared the views of Chenkai Sivam in 
appreciating the Government for planning to draw more power 
from thermal projects, hydro projects, tidal projects, wind 
mills and solar projects. She appreciated the Government for 
aiming to produce more than 300 Megawatt power in each and 


every year in the Eighth Five Year Plan. She also appreciated 


the Government for having the target of producing 2050 


Megawatt power with the help of Asian Development Bank.''® 
Pappa Umanath (1989-1991) 


Pappa Umanath (Dhana Lakshmi) was the daughter of 
Lakshmi, the first woman died in prison after 23 days of 
fasting against the jail administration. Lakshmi run a mess at 
Ponmalai in Tiruchirappalli. Pappa along with her mother 
participated in the railway workers protest against British 
when she was 12 years old. She also participated in the 
railway workers strike in 1946 in which five workers were 
killed by the police firing. The communist party was banned in 
1948. Pappa was arrested along with P. Ramamurthi, Srinivasa 
Rao and M. Kalyanasundaram in 1950 and put in Saidapet Jail. 
She married Umanath. Periyar E.V. Ramasamy founder of the 
Self Respect Movement had misgivings with Umanath, 
because he was a Brahmin. But Pappa told that he was a 
communist. She joined the C.P.I. (Marxist) hen there was a 
split in the communist party. She and Janaki Ammal founded 
the All India Democratic Women’s Association (AIDWA) in 
1973. She was elected to the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly 


110 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol.22, No. 1, 1990, pp. 141-149 


in 1989 from Tiruverambur Constituency. She died on 17 


December 2010 at the age of 80. 


Ramani Nallathambi (1989-1991) 


Ramani Nallathambi was born in Anaikudi, a village near 
Tisayanvilai in Tirunelveli District in 1946. She was the third 
daughter of Swamiraj and Sobis. She studied B.A., B.T., B.G.L. 
Ramani Nallathambi was the Congress M.L.A.''' She was 
elected from the Radhapuram Constituency in Tirunelveli 
District. She actively participated in the debates in the 
Assembly and spoke on drought in her constituency, and on 
fixation of land value. While participating in the Debates and 
Voting on Grants 1989-1990 on 11" April 1989 in the Tamil 
Nadu Legislative Assembly, Ramani Nallathambi, Woman MLA 
from the Radhapuram constituency requested the Government 
to stop collecting land tax from the framers, as they were 
affected by drought in most of the regions in the state. She 


appreciated the Government for implementing Land Ceiling 


41 Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly Who is Who, Chennai, 1989 


Act and taking excess land and distributing the same to the 


landless farmers.!!2 


S.P. Sarkunam (1989-1991) 


S.P. Sarkunam was born on 14" January 1941. She 
passed B.A., B.G.L., B.Ed. She was educated at St. Anne’s High 
School, Royapuram, Ethiraj College, Madras. She was married 
and had two children. She was the President, Tamil Nadu 
Nursery and primary School’s Association. She was the 
Founder of Ponnusamy Nursery School. She was elected as the 
Secretary, D.M.K State Women’s Wing. She was elected from 
the Radhakrishna Nagar Constituency in Chennai in the 


General Election held in 1989 as the D.M.K. candidate. 


113 was another DMK member in the 9" Tamil 


Sarkunam 
Nadu Legislative Assembly (1989-1991). She _ actively 
participated in the Assembly and spoke on_intercaste 


marriages. 


Poongothai Aladi Aruna 
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Poongothai Aladi Arunais an Indian politician and 
former Information and Technology minister of Tamil Nadu 
under DMK ruling in 2006-2011. In 2016 Tamil Nadu assembly 
election she contested from Alangulam (State Assembly 


Constituency) and won the election with votes 88891. 


She is the daughter of the late DMK minister Aladi Aruna. 
She was born inChennaion 28 October 1964. She is 
a gynaecologist by profession and received part of her 
education in London. She married Balaji Venugopal in the late 


1980s. They have two daughters, Samantha and Kavya. 


She was given a ticket to contest in elections after her 
father's death. She was elected to the Tamil Nadu legislative 
assembly as anDravida Munnetra kKazhagam candidate 
from Alangulam constituency in 2006 elections. She later went 
on to become Social Welfare minister in the then Tamil Nadu 


government. 


During her tenure as the Social Welfare Minister, Chief 
Minister Kalaignar M Karunanidhi announced the Two Egg 
scheme in the midday meals and now it is three times a day. 


The Physically challenged people were given high priority 


during this period to the extent of a complete survey, National 
ID Card, Government benefits and motorised vehicles. She had 
submitted her resignation on 14 May 2008 following a 
controversy over her telephone conversation with the Director 
of Vigilance and Anti-Corruption S.K. Upadhyay about a 


corruption case involving her relative 


In 28 February 2009 Poongathai Aladi Aruna was 
reinstated as Minister for Information Technology to the 
Government of Tamil Nadu. This is first time that Tamil Nadu 


Govt has a separate minister for Information Technology. 
A. Tamilarasi 


Tamilarasi was born on 5” April 1976 is the current 
member of Tamil Nadu _ Legislative Assembly elected 
from Manamadurai constituency in the 2021 election. She was 
the former Minister for Adi-Dravidar and Tribal Welfare 
in Tamil Nadu state of India. She was born in Paramakudi and 
has obtained her Bachelor’s degree in Commerce. She was 
elected to the Tamil Nadu legislative 
assembly from Samayanallure constituency in 2006 election as 


a Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam candidate. 


Periasamy Geetha Jeevan 


Periasamy Geetha Jeevan was born on 6 May 1970 is an 
Indian politician serving as the current Minister for Social 
Welfare and Women Empowerment of Tamil Nadu. She is a 
Member of the Legislative Assembly, representing _Tuticorin 
constituency in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Asssembly. She 
also formerly served as the Minister for Animal Husbandry of 


Tamil Nadu. 


Geetha Jeevan was born in Tuticorin, Tamil Nadu, India, 
on 6 May 1970 and is the daughter of N. Periasamy, himself a 
former Tuticorin constituency MLA. She holds a Master's 
degree in Commerce awarded by A.P.C. Mahalakshmi College 
for Women, Tuticorin, having previously attended Geetha 
Matriculation Higher Secondary School in the city. Geetha 
married Jeevan Jacob Rajendran on 7 September 1990. The 


couple have a son and a daughter. 


Geetha Jeevan was a member and chairperson of 
Tuticorin district panchayat between 1996 and 2006. In 2006, 


She first time became an MLA 


representing Tuticorin constituency in Tamil Nadu Legislative 
Assembly. The Social Welfare ministry portfolio was given to 
her when Poongothai Aladi Arunawas implicated in a 


telephone controversy. 


In 2011 Tamil Nadu state election, she was defeated 
by S.T. Chellapandian of the AIADMK. In 2016 and at present 
2021 elections she consecutively elected as an MLA from her 
constituency and became Minister for Social Welfare and 
Women Empowerment in ministry headed by Chief Minister of 
Tamil Nadu M.k. Stalin, son of former Chief Minister M. 


Karunanidhi. 
Kanimozhi Karunanidhi 


Kanimozhi Karunanidhi was born on 5" January 1968 is 
an Indian politician, poet and journalist. She is a Member of 
Parliament, representing Tuticorin constituency in the Lok 
Sabha (the lower house of Inida’s Parliament). She was also a 
former MP, represented Tamilnadu in the Rajya Sabha (the 
upper house of India’s Parliament). Kanimozhi is the daughter 
of the formerChief Minister of Tamil NaduM. 


Karunanidhi and his third wife Rajathi Ammal. 


Kanimozhi belongs to the Indian political party Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMk), where she functions as the chief 
of the DMK's wing for Art, Literature and Rationalism and is 
seen as her father's "literary heir". Her half-brothers M.K. 
Alagiriand M.K. Stalinare the former Union Minister of 
Chemicals and Fertilizers and the Chief Minister of Tamil 


Nadu respectively. 


Before her entry into politics, Kanimozhi was involved in 
journalism, such as sub editor for The Hindu, editor in charge 
of Kunkumam (a Tamil weekly magazine) and a features editor 


for a Singapore based Tamil newspaper called Tamil Murasu. 


As a Rajya Sabha MP 


In May 2007, the DMK nominated Kanimozhi as one of 
the party's candidates for the Rajya Sabha. She became a 
Rajya Sabha member for the second time in 2013. Kanimozhi 
was the leader of the DMK in the house and was the voice of 


the state of Tamil Nadu in the Upper house. 
As a Lok Sabha MP 


She was elected from Thootukkudi as the first female MP 


of that constituency for the 17“ Lok Sabha which was held in 


the year 2019 and was elected as a DMK's deputy leader of the 
parliament. As of September 2019, Kanimozhi works as a 
Chairperson of Parliament Standing Committee for Chemicals 


and Fertilizers. 
As a Trade Union leader 


She is the president of The Hindu National Press 
employees union. She is the first woman to be elected to that 


post. 
Secretary to the DMK Women's Wing 


She is the secretary to the DMK party's Women's wing 
and encourages women to enter into politics. She has 
organised training camps for the district level office bearers of 
women's wing. She also organised a rally in Delhi demanding 


the Women's reservation bill to be passed by the parliament. 


Elections contested and positions held 


Kanimozhi has been elected asMPof Lok Sabha 
from Tuticorin constituency. This was her first direct electoral 
performance. She resigned her Rajya Sabha MP post on 29 


May 2019 after being elected to 17" Lok Sabha. 


Dr. Padma 


Dr. Padma was born on 5" January 1945, hailed from 
Uppiliapuram, Tiruchirappalli is an Indian medical doctor and 
politician. She was the daughter of M. Sengamalam, married 
C. Nammalvar in 1966. She obtained a M.B.B.S. degree from 


Medical College, Tanjore. 


The INC fielded Dr. Padma as_ its’ candidate 
or Nagapattinam in the 1991 general election. She won the 
seat, obtaining 49.71% of the votes, defeating the 
incumbent Communist Party of India parliamentarian M. 
Selvarasu. Dr. Padma was the second woman has been elected 


to the Lok Sabha. 


Padma was elected to the Tamilnadu Assembly from 
the Nannilam constituency in 1996 general elections. The 
constituency was reserved for candidates from the Scheduled 


Castes. She belongs to Tamil Manila Congress (TMC) party. 
Vasuki Murugesan 


Vasuki Murugesan elected as M.L.A to the Tamil Nadu 
Assembly from Karur constituency during the 1996 elections. 


She belongs to DMK party. 


